BLYTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND  OF  THE 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR 

1967 


TO: 


THE  and  IvlEUffiSRS  of  tie  BLYTH  rural  district  COUlVfCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Ladies,  Ladies  and  Oentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  196?.  This 
report  does  of  course  cover  a period  for  which  yo\ir  previous  Medical 
Office,  Dr.  Franklin,  was  in  office  and  I am  therefore  not  qualified 
to  comment  in  detail  on  this  report.  However  there  are  one  or  two 
points  to  which  I wish  to  draw  attention. 

For  the  third  successive  year  there  has  been  a slight  decrease 
in  the  total  population  of  the  district  v/hich  followed  on  three  years 
of  slight  increase.  The  figures  involved  are  small  and  are  not  of 

great  significance.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  for  the  years 

1957 > 1958  and  1959  the  propulation  was  19,100  and  this  would  appear 
to  be  about  the  average  for  the  area. 

Similarly,  there  has  not  unnaturally  been  a slight  drop  in  the 
number  of  live  births.  The  adjusted  birth  rate  for  the  district  is 
16.0,  that  for  England  and  Wales  being  17.2.  The  adjusted  death  rate 
for  the  district  is  9*28  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  11.2,  These 
figures  would  suggest  that  the  population  of  the  district  is  an  ageing 
one,  Viiiich  is  borne  out  by  the  I96I  Census,  in  which  some  20^  of  the 
persons  in  the  district  xiere  aged  60  and  over.  It  is  gratifying 
therefore  to  hear  that  the  recently  introduced  meals  on  wheels  services 
are  progressing  satisfactorily  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  following 
parishes  v;ere  receiving  the  service 

Earl  Soham,  Dennington,  Saxte§.d  Creen,  Badingham,  Parham,  Gt.  Glemham, 
Hacheston,  Marlesford,  Kettleburgh,  Snape,  Knodishall,  Westleton, 
Middleton  and  Dionwich, 

Schemes  for  housing  the  aged  are  also  under  way. 

The  only  infectious  fever  of  significance  occurring  vdthin  the 
district  was  measles  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  recently  introduced 
measles  vaccine  will  in  time  reduce  the  incidence  of  this  infectious 
fever.  The  situation  with  regard  to  immunisations  against  the  other 
infectious  fevers,  i.e,  diptheria,  i/’^ihooping  cough,  tetanus  and  polio- 
myelitis are  shown  on  page  10, 

Mr.  Whiting,  in  his  report  has  dealt  in  detail  with  the  hygienic 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  area  and  it  is  therefore  unnecessary  for 
me  to  comment  thereon. 

May  I take  this  opportianity  of  thanking  you  and  members  of  the 
District  Council  for  appointing  me  as  your  Medical  Officer  in 
succession  to  Dr,  Franklin,  I have  already  had  an  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  that  the  duties  involved  will  bring  me  much  interest  and 
pleasure  and  I trust  my  services  to  you  will  bring  you  satisfaction. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
ARTHUR  C.  GEE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Council  Offices, 

Rendham  Road, 
Saxmundham . 


Tel.  No.  SABIUNDHAI^  2551. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28936395 


GE^IERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  93,184 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  (mid-1967) 19,090 

N-umber  of  inhabited  houses  (estimated)  6,719 

Rateable  Value  583,475 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (estimated)  1j495 


J 

1 . 

Blyth 

R.D. 

England 
& Wales 

LIVE  BIRTHS  ' 

Number ;... 

■Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

265 

13.9 

17.2 

‘STILLBIRTHS 

.Number  

[Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  | 

6 

22.1 

14.8 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS  ! 

271 

[INFANT  DEATHS  (deaths  under  1 year)  ’ 

1 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  j 

i 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ....  ‘ 

legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live 

Ibirths  

» 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  illegitimate 
live  births  

i 

3.8 

4.0 

18. 3 

+ 

iNE0-N^T4L  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

jl  ,000  total  live  births)  

1 i 

3.8 

12.5  ' 

iEARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under  1 week 

jper  1,000  live  births)  > 

3.8 

CO 

• 

0 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (stillbirths  and  deaths 

j 

t 

.under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still j 
births)  

j 

25.8 

25.4  I 

hiATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

^Number  of  deaths  

.Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  

1 

NIL 

NIL 

i 

+ 

- Not  applicable 
+ Not  yet  available 
c Based  on  estimated  births. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIHTHS 

!/]ale 

Female 

TOTAL  ' 

TOTAL 

128 

137 

265  ; 

Legitimate 

119 

129 

I 

248  1 

Illegitimate  

9 

8 

17  I 

STH.I.  BIRTHS 

]l!lale 

■ ■ ir-l 

Female 

. 

i TOTAL 
-L_-  ...  . 

total 

2 

4 

6 

Legitimate  

2 

3 

I 

i 5 

I Illegitimate  

- 

________ 

1 

i 1 

DE,\TnS  OF  IRFABTS  IRTDER  1 YEAR  OP  AGE 

JVlale 

Female 

TOTAL 

total  

1 

1 

Legitimate  * 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

DE  '.THS  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  4 'VEEKS  OP  AGE 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

TOTAL  

1 

1 

Legitimate  

1 

1 

Illegitimate  

— 

• 

•• 

: DEATE3  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  1 \in]SK  OP  AGE 

. 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

TOTAL  

1 

- 

1 

Legitimate  

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate  

■ 

1 

Ifele 

Female 

TOTAL 

DEATHS  - U,L  AGES  

121 

125 
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RATES 


I 

1 Blyth 

England 

! 

1 R.D. 

& Wales 

I 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  

0 1 16.0 

- 

. Death  rate  per  1 ,000  estimate  population  

. 12.9 

11.2 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  

: 9.28 

Comparability  Factor  (Births) 

'*  '*  (Deaths)  ..Q»72.o.. 

CAUSES  OF  INFAMT  DEATHS  (l) 


— 

i SEX 
( 

AGE 

CAUSE  OF  DEATHS 

i M 

j 

1 

2 days 
• 

Prematurity,  Respiratory  j 

failure . j 

i 

1 

■ ■ - - ^ 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


! CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

i 

— 

1 MALE 

FEIvIALE 

TOTAL 

' 1 . Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 ! 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  

- 

- 

! 

1 5*  Syphilitic  disease  

- 

- 

j 

4.  Diphtheria  

“ 

- 

t 

I 

5.  ’.'/hooping  cough  

- 

- 

i 

6.  Jfeningococcal  infections  

- 

- 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  

- 

- 

- 

8 . Mcasl p.q 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .. 

- 

- 

- ! 

10.  Ifelignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

4 

1 

5 

1 1 . Ifeilignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  

4 

4 

8 

12.  Ifelignant  neoplasm,  breast  

- 

4 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

- 

1 

1 

14*  Other  Malignant  and  l5rmphatic  neoplasm  .. 

15 

8 

23 

15.  Leiikaemia,  aleiikaemia  

2 

2 

! 

Carried  Forward 

25 

19 

44  ! 

4 


f 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 

— 

MALE 

PEMALE 

ftr-,,  -.i..  =s=s= 

TOTAL 

LJJ ' 

Brou£:ht  farv;ard 

25 

19 

44  ! 

16.  Diabetes  

2 , 

- 

2 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  

19  1 

31 

50  j 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  

26  ‘ 

22 

48 

19*  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

1 ‘ 

- 

1 i 

20.  Other  heart  disease  

9 ^ 

22 

31 

21 . Other  circulatory  diseases  

6 

9 

15 

22 . Influenza  

1 I 

1 

2 

25 . Pneiimonia  . 

10  ; 

4 

14 

24.  Bronchitis  

5 ’ 

2 

7 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  

! 

1 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

“ 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

2 

- 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis.  

- 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

- 

- 

,30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

- 

- 

' 51  •--Congenital  malformations  

2 

2 

I 52.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .... 

5 I 

8 

13 

33*  Motor  Vehicle  accidents  

2 ' 

2 

34*  All  other  accidents  

2 

5 

7 

35*  Suicide  

4 i 

1 

5 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  

^ i 

! 

* 

f 

121  i 

.1 

125 
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DK4THS  PROM  CANCER  OP  THE  LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS 

DURING 

THE  YEARS 

1956  - 1967 


YEAR 

MALE 

PEMALE 

total! 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  ! 

1956 

6 

1 

7 '• 

0.36  j 

1957 

4 

- 

4 i 

0.20  j 

1958 

4 

“ 

4 i 

0.20 

1959 

8 

1 

9 ' 

0.41  ! 

i960 

4 

1 

5 ! 

0.26 

1961 

6 

3 

9 i 

0.47 

1962 

6 

2 

8 1 

0.42 

1963 

4 

2 

6 I 

0.32 

1964 

2 

3 

5 ! 

0.26 

1965 

6 

2 

8 i 

0.37 

i 1966 

12 

2 

14  i 

0.72 

1967 

4 

— -M 

4 

8 i 

0.42 

! TOTAL 

i 

21 

87  : 

5 


ADJUSTED  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  MTE  : COMPARABILITY  FACTOR 


Local  birth  rates  are  expressed  in  terms  of  population.  These  populations 
are  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  and  comprise  persons  of  all  ages, 
including  those  who  have  no  influence  on  the  birth  rate.  These  latter  do, 
however,  affect  the  birth  rate  in  that  a high  proportion  of  them  in  a 
population  tends  to  lower,  and  a small  proportion  tends  to  raise  the  true  rate. 
The  Size  of  this  proportion  will  vary  in  different  areas  and,  therefore,  the 
elimination  of  standardization  of  such  a factor  will  give  a truer  comparison 
between  areas. 


The  Registrar  General  issues  a comparability  factor  on  these  lines. 
Multiplication  of  the  crude  birth  rate  of  an  area  by  the  comparability  factor 
gives  the  adjusted  birth  rate  and  can  be  compared  with  the  crude  rate  for 
England  and  Wales. 

The  comparability  factor  for  deaths  is  obtained  in  a similar  way  to  the 
above.  The  factors  for  certain  areas,  where  rapid  increase  or  reduction  in 
the  population  materially  affects  its  comparison  by  sex  and  age  groups,  are 
also  adjusted  on  that  account.  Death  rate  area  comparability  factors  are 
adjusted  to  take  account  of  the  presence  of  any  residential  institutions  in 
each  area.  Birth  rate  area  comparability  factors  are  also  adjusted  to  take 
acco\mt  of  the  presence  of  sterile  populations  in  institutions  for  the 
mentally  ill  or  mentally  deficient. 

T4BLG  SHO'YIHG  THE  pypRE.  Tig^ORTAHT 
CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  NUMBERS  AIID  PERCENTAGES 


NO.  OF  DEATHS 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


lERCENTAGE 


i 

1966 

1967 

1966 

1967 

Diseases  of  circulatory  system  ! 

91  i 

95 

1 34.86 

I 38.62 

- 

Vascular 

lesions  of  nervous  system  | 

40  1 

50 

* 15.32 

1 . 

20.32 

Malignant 

diseases  i 

56  : 

45 

1 21 .07 

- -J 

17.48 

Pneumonia 

and  Bronchitis  j 

25  ! 

21 

1 9.57 

8.54 

Influenza 

! 

1 

' f 

3 ; 

2 

. 1 .14 

1 

.81 

All  other 

causes  : 

j 

46  j 

'3? 

' 17.62 

14.23 

TCTAL  : ! 

261 

246 

«r  J*..  --  

100.00  I100.00 

In  1967?  of  all  deaths  fell  under  the  first  three 
headings.  The  comparable  figure  for  1966  was  and 
for  1965  was  ,19,..%, 
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coiiPAR'Vnvi:  statistics 
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TOTAL 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


No,  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  51st, 
December,  1966 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary] 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

20 

3 

12 

6 

41 

No,  of  cases  added 
during  the  year 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

No.  of  cases  removed 
during  the  year 

6 

- 

2 

- 

8 

No,  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  51st. 

December,  196? 

1 _ . . 

15 

4 

12 

i ■ ■■■  . . 4 

7 

58 

CASES  ADDED  TO  THE 

REGISTER 

CASES  REMOVED  PROM  THE 

REGISTER 

New  notifications  .... 

. . . 5 

RpfiOvPT’pd  ............. 

4 

TnwaT<1  t‘rfl'nsfpr*c!  . . . . 

Tli  pd  .................. 

5 

Removed  to  other  areas 

TOTAL 

5 

TOTAL 

8 

Immimisations  for  196? 


: 

Primary 

Course 

Booster  Dose  or 

Re vac  c inat ion 

Diphtheria/Tetanus/Pertussis/Polio  

201 

112 

Diphtheria/Tetanus/Pertussis 

- 

- 

Diphtheria/Pertussis 

- 

- 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  

2 

104 

Diphtheria  

- 

1 

Pertussis  

- 

- 

Tetanus  

13 

44 

Salk  Poliomyelitis  

8 

12 

Sabin  Poliomyelitis 

212 

173 

Smallpox 

165 

8 

10 


1 


1 


AMUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEAHIE 

INSPECTOR  FOR  196? 


TO:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Blyth  Rural  District  Council 


Mr. Chairman,  Ify  ladies,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasiire  in  submitting  my  fourth  annual  report. 

Once  again  I am  pleased  to  record  my  appreciation  to  the 
officers  in  my  department  for  the  work  they  have  carried  out,  and 
my  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the 
Treasurer  for  their  assistance  and  advice. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


A. A .WHITING 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Council  Offices, 

Rendham  Road, 

Saxmundham. 

Tel.  No:  Saxmundham  2551 
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WATER  supply 

Pulp  lie  Supply  The  East  Anglian  Water  Company  are  the  statutory  water  imdertakers  and 
they  supply  water  to  every  parish  in  the  district.  The  following  figures  re^^irding  the 
number  of  dwdllings  supplied  have  been  provided  by  the  Company, 


1 

f 

Water  Supplied  direct  to  Houses 

— 

Water  Supplied  by  Standpipe  ' 

No.  of 

Bwe 1 1 inghous  e s 

i Estimated 

I Population 

No.  of 

Bwe 1 1 inghous e s 

; Estimated  ! 

Population 

Aldringham-cum -Thorpe 

^lA 

892 

9 

26 

^dingham 

60 

170 

50 

Benhall 

1^2 

575 

15 

Blythburgh 

QO 

256 

14 

40 

iBramf  ield 

IIS 

527 

10 

2© 

jBrandeston 

57 

162 

4 

11 

iBruisyard 

27 

77 

5 

14 

jchediston 

55 

99 

14 

40 

Icookley 

22 

62 

4 

11 

jCransford 

. _ 45 

128 

4 

11 

bratfield 

54 

155 

18 

51 

Darsham 

86 

244 

22 

62 

^Bennington 

.97 

276 

7 

20 

.■Bunwich 

40 

115 

8 

25 

-Easton 

79 

224 

5 

14 

•Earl  Soham 

111 

515 

26  _ . 

74 

Framlin^am 

674 

1.915 

62 

176 

•Earnham 

22 

'62 ! 2 

6 

iFriston 

161 

457 

14 

40 

Gt . Glemham 

65 

179 

_ 

Lt . Glemham 

57 

162 

Hacheston 

101 

287 

7 

20 

iHeveningham 

88 

5 

8 

Huntingfield 

47 

154 

5 

14  1 

Kelsale 

502 

858 

q 

26 

iKettleburgh 

111 

9 

26 

Iknodishall 

154 

458 

20 

57 

ILinstead  Magna 

4 

11 

1 

5 

jLinstead  Parva 

17 

48 

4 

11  . . 

[Marlesford 

75 

207 

11 

51 

Middleton 

124 

552 

25 

71 

Parham 

77 

219 

4 

11 

Peasenhall 

149 

425 

21 

60 

Rendham 

85 

256  i 1 

3 

Saxtead 

59 

168  1 9 

26 

Sibton 

47 

154  ! 15 

37  ■ , 

Snape 

155 

440  1 5 

14  ■; 

Stratford  St . Andrew 

54 

97  j 7 

20 

Carried  forward 

3,857 

10,901  1 425 

, - Ml  1 

1,207  j 

12 


Brought  Forward 
Sternfield 

3,857 

58 

10,901 

108 

425 

5 

1,207  ! 

8 

Swef fling 

55 

151 

5 

14 

Theberton 

101 

287 

16 

46 

Thorington 

5 

14 

1 

3 

Ubbeston 

15 

45 

2 

6 

Walberswick 

255 

c'62 

9 

26 

Talpole 

51 

145 

10 

28 

Wenhaston 

224 

656 

37 

105 

Westleton 

164 

466 

13 

37 

Yoxford 

202 

574 

18 

51 

4,925 

15,987 

539 

1.531  ' 

Estimated  total  No.  of  houses  supplied  direct  to  house 
" '•  ” ” " " by  Standpipe 


4,925 

559 

sTW 


Private  Supply 

The  number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  private  sources  and  sent 
for  bacteriological  examination  was  40  and  of  this  number  21  were  satisfactory 
and  19  unsat isfactoryo  A further  28  samples  were  forwarded  for  nitrate 
analysis  and  of  these  22  were  satisfactory  (below  20  p.p.m)  and  6 unsatis- 
factory. 

Advice  on  alternative  sources  and  remedial  measures  continued  to  be 
given  when  a sample  proved  unsatisfactory. 

'.ftfhilst  the  number  of  samples  is  small,  the  time  spent  on  this  service 
is  greater  than  may  first  appear.  This  is  due  to  the  distance  from  laboratory 
facilities  and  the  scattered  nature  of  the  sample  points.  The  bacteriological 
samples  have  to  be  received  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Ipswich,  within 
six  hours  of  sampling,  and  to  enable  this  to  be  done,  the  Inspector  delivers 
the  samples.  'The  samples  for  chemical  analysis  are  not  subject  to  such  a 
rigid  time  limit  for  receipt  by  the  laboratory,  but  due  to  difficulties  in 
public  transport  and  packing,  these  are  usually  taken  to  the  Council's 
analysts  in  Norwich. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


In  September  I967  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  villages  of  Peasenhall, 
Sibton  and  Yoxford  came  into  operation*  These  villages,  together  with 
Pramlingham,  Vifalberswick  and  Kelsale  have  main  drainage. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  196?  in  regard  to  those  village  sewerage 
schemes  which  were  in  course  of  preparation  is  set  out  below.  To  a great 
extent  most  of  the  irritating  and  frustrating  delays  which  have  arisen  in 
preparing  the  detailed  schemes  have  been  overcome. 

(i)  Aldrin^am,  Thorpenessn  Knodishall, 

A local  investigation  into  this  scheme  was  held  on  the  27th 
Januaiy  I967  and  on  the  Jth  March  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  accepted  the  need  for  the  scheme  and  approved 

it  in  principle.  Consent  was  given  to  laying  the  sewers  in  the 

Leiston-Aldebur^  road  in  advance  of  the  main  scheme,  at  the 
same  time  as  the  County  Council  carried  out  road  improvements. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  a substantial  amount  of  the  Leiston- 
Aldeburgh  road  sewers  had  been  completed.  Details  of  the  main 
scheme  were  well  advanced  and  a tender  acceptance  date  of  Summer 
1968  was  projected , 

(li)Earl  Soham 

A local  investigation  into  this  scheme  was  held  on  the  26th 
January  I967  and  on  the  10th  March  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  accepted  the  need  for  the  scheme  and  approved 

it  in  principle.  Tenders  were  invited  for  return  on  28th  December 

with  a starting  date  in  Spring  I968, 

(iii)  Darsham,  Middleton,  Theberton,  Westleton, 

The  preliminary  details  of  the  scheme  were  completed  during 
the  year  and  a local  investigation  was  held  on  the  2nd  and  5rd 
January  I968,  Due  to  financial  restrictions  no  starting  date 
was  forecast, 

(iv)  Blythbur^,  Wenhaston  and  Bramfield. 

The  preliminary  details  of  the  scheme  were  completed  during 
the  year  and  a local  investigation  was  held  on  the  2nd  and  5rd 
January  I968,  Due  to  financial  restrictions  no  starting  date 
was  forecast, 

(v)  Friston,  Snape,  Stemfield,  Benhall  and  Saxmundham, 

A large  amount  of  detailed  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
consulting  engineers  and  preparation  of  the  apportionment  of 
costs  to  Saxmundham  Urban  District  Council  was  in  hand. 
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In  addition  to  the  work  carried  out  on  the  schemes  listed  above, 
preliminary  investigations  were  started  into  sewering  the  villages  of 
Bennington  and  Easton,  These  two  Villages  fall  into  Phase  II  of  the 
Council's  sewerage  programme  and  it  may  he  helpful  if  that  programme  is 
again  set  out;- 


Pre  Phase  I 

Aldringham,  Thorpeness,  Knodishall. 

Phase  I 

Blythhur^,  Wenhaston,  Bramfield,  Darsham, 
Middleton,  Theberton,  vi/estleton. 

Friston,  Snape,  Stemfield,  Benhall 

Earl  Soham, 

Phase  II 

Easton 

Bennington 

Parham 

Hacheston 

I'larlesford 

Little  Glemham 

Heveningham 

V/  alpo  le 

Phase  III 

Brandeston 

Kettle burgh 

Badingham 

Bruisyard 

Chediston 

Cratf ield 

Gt . Glemham 

Huntingf ield 

Saxtead 

Stratford  St .Andrew 

Pamham 

Rendham 

Swef fling 

Eastbridge 
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H 0 U S I N G 


1.  GEIJERAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  No. of  Houses  inspected  208 

(Does  not  include  Revisits) 

(Does  not  include  Council  House 
visits  carried  out  by  Housing  Manager) 


(b)  No.  unsatisfactory  in  any  respect  I64 

(c)  No.  rendered  fit; 

(i)  Informal 128 

(ii)  Formal  - Public  Health  Acts  

(iii)  Formal  - Housing  Acts  (Section  9)  

(iv)  By  undertakings  (Section  I6)  3 

(v)  Repair  of  Scheduled  (l955)  unfit  houses  

(d)  No.  Demolition  Orders  secured  1 


(e)  No.  dwellings  included  in  Clearance  Orders  secured  ..... 

(f)  No.  demolished  by  informal  action  

No.  demolished  under  Demolition  Orders  4 

No.  demolished  under  Clearance  Orders  

(g)  No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  or  part  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  (including  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953) 'I 

(h)  Undertakings  accepted  not  to  relet  unfit  houses  

(i)  Overcrowding:  No  known  cases  in  the  district 

throughout  the  year. 

(j)  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

2 . Provision  Of  Housing  Accommodation 


By  Local 

Authority 

By  Private 

Enterprise 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Dwellings 
completed  during 
the  year 

46 

27 

_ 

Number  of  dwellings 
in  course  of 
construction  on 

31st.  December,  196? 

18 

152 

Total  number  of 
houses  owned  by  the 
Covincil  on 

31st.  December, 1 967 

1034 

40 
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Impio^rement  Z 


■ Discretionay 

Standard 

; Number  of  dwellings  in 
, respect  of  which 
•applications  for  grant 
j were  received  ........ 

41 

! 

\ 

t 

I 

67  1 

Number  of  grants  approved 

I 

33 

67  ! 

i 

; Number  of  dwellings 
i improved  by  grant  aid  and 
completed  in  the  year  .... 

42 

i 

( 

\ 

59  j 

‘Applications  refused  

1 

1 

i 

j 

; Applications  withdrawn  ... 

1 

i 

2 ! 

1 

iNote  ; the  apparent  discrepancy  between  applications  i 

i reoeived  and  approved  is  due  to  the  time  lag  j 

1 between  receipt  and  formal  approval  by  the  ! 

1 Council,  i 

When  the  ectiraates  for  the  financial  year  1968/69  were  being 
prepared  the  Treasurer  (Mr.JoC .B.Begg)  submitted  a statement  showing 
the  analysis  of  grant  paid  totalling  £313»664  in  respeot  of  a total 
of  ],224  dwellings.  At  1st  April? I967  there  were  6,716  dwellings, 
of  which  ],062  wore  Council  Houses,  and  5654  privately  owned  dwellings. 
It  follows  therefore  that  more  than  one  fifth  of  all  privately  owned 
dwellings  in  the  d is t riot  have  now  been  improved  with  the  aid  of  a 
grant#  These  figures  are  reproduced  below s- 


• Year  ; Discretionary  Grants 

standard  Grants 

■ ■ ■ » ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

: Remarks  j 

i 

No . 

£ s . 

d , 

No. 

; £ s. 

d. 

! 

,1951/2  ; 

1 

89#  12, 

4 

i 

! 

• To  31st  l''']arch  1954  the  | 

il952/3  > 

11 

2354o  3o 

0, 

Council’s  portion  was  1 

>1953/4  i 

6 

1384.  18, 

0. 

. met  annually  in  full  | 

•1954/5 

37 

9080.  7- 

60 

from  the  General  Rate  1 

1I955/6  ! 

82 

18049  . 0, 

Oo 

Fund  Account.  Prom  1st  * 

'1956/7  i 

47 

11897 0 0, 

0, 

April  1954  the  Covincil'S 

11957/8  i 

48 

152/..5,  0, 

0. 

i 

; portion  is  covered  by  1 

11958/9  ‘ 

61 

16553.  10, 

0. 

1 

i 

loans  raised  from  time 

‘1959/60  : 

69 

20121,  10, 

0, 

- 6 

- 717.  9. 

1. 

'■  to  time  for  the  20  years’ 

1960/1  j 

63 

21215,  10. 

0, 

34 

; 3825.  19. 

4. 

loan  period.  J 

G961/2  1 

68 

i 23005 . 0 . 

0. 

. 35 

; 4068.  8. 

8. 

11962/3  i 

86 

29421,  0, 

0, 

1 57 

! 7470.  14. 

9. 

1 1 

• i 

il963/4  ‘ 

47 

15462,  10. 

0. 

' 48 

; 6400.  8. 

8. 

. i 

1 

11964/5  i 

61 

20557.  0, 

0. 

; 48 

1 6582.  15. 

4. 

1 

11965/6  1 

55 

1 22668,  10. 

0. 

: 75 

:ii65i.  17. 

7. 

‘ 1 

{1966/7 

43 

i 15058,  17. 

6. 

62 

J12147 . 3 . 

3. 

{ ; 

, 1 

^0  date  in 

i 

1 

? 

; ! 

h.967/8  (to 

32 

1 11289.  0. 

0, 

42 

j 7347.  1. 

1. 

; i 

1 

‘Jan.  schedule ) 

1 

} 

. 

’ I 

8I7 

,253452.  8, 

4. 

'407 

■60211c  15. 

9. 

'(Average  Discretionary  = 

t 

; 

) 

i Grant  £310  ! 

[ 

i 

1 

•• 

{Average  Standard  | 

L= 

1 

i 

' 

: Grant  £148  1 

17. 


^ ■ I 


i 


As  hats  been  mentioned  in  previous  annual  reports  the  Council's 
forward  looking  policy  on  the  giving  of  improvement  grants  has  had  a marked 
effect  on  the  standard  of  housing  conditions  in  the  district.  The  policy  is 
to  make  a grant  wherever  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  and  every  effort  is  made 

to  assist  the  houseowner  to  improve  his  property. 

Nevertheless,  there  remains  a hard  core  of  dwellings  in  the 
district  which  will  not  be  improved  by  voluntary  methods.  It  is  likely  that 
stronger  powers  of  compulsory  improvement  will  be  given  to  local  authorities 
which  will  mean  that  a more  detailed  look  will  have  to  be  taken  at  a fairly 

large  number  of  dwellings  in  the  district.  To  achieve  a good  rate  of 

progress  on  compulsory  improvement  will  require  the  engagement  of  the 
necessary  technical  and  administrative  staff,  or  the  diversion  of  the  present 
staff  from  existing  duties.  The  availability  of  technical  resources  is  not 
however  the  sole  problem.  Apart  from  the  economic  and  social  affect  on  the 
landlord  and  tenant,  it  is  likely  that  a number  of  houses  will  have  to  be 
purchased  by  the  Council,  v/here  this  happens  the  authority  will  be  left  with 
a continuing  annual  maintenance  charge  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that  a 
renovated  house  would  require  a greater  expenditure  on  maintenance  and  repairs 
than  a newly  built  or  modern  house.  Purchase  following  the  introduction  of 
compulsoiy  improvement  could  give  the  Council  a greater  stock  and  variety  of 
houses  and  it  could  well  happen  that,  in  the  future,  a large  majority  of 
rented  accommodation  would  be  owned  by  the  local  authority. 

The  improvement  of  dwellings  is  worthwhile  and  rewarding,  with 
beneficial  results  for  the  present  and  future. 
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POOD  HYGIENE 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  and  type  of 
business  ( approx •) :- 


Grocery  and  General 78 

Bakers  5 

Butchers 10 

Public  Houses  selling  Ice  Cream  .....  7 

Ice  Cream  only 5 

Cafes 8 

Fishmongers 6 

Greengrocers  3 


TOTAL  122 


(b)  No.  of  visits  made  176 

(c)  No.  found  to  be  unsatisfactory 16 

(d)  No.  rendered  satisfactory  12 


(e)  No.  of  premises  on  register  under  Section  16, 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955* 

(i)  Ice  Cream  - Manufacture  


Storage  or  Sale  only 95 

(ii)  Sausages,  preserved  food,  etc 4 

(f)  No.  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  3 


Inspections  have  been  made  throughout  the  year  of  food  premises,  and 
these  were  principally  routine  inspections.  Some  minor  infringements  of 
the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  were  found  and  these  have  been  rectified 
without  recourse  to  formal  action. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  shops  within  the  district  remains 
fairly  good  end  owners  have  shown  a willingness  to  co-operate  in 
keeping  their  premises  in  a good  state  of  cleanliness  and  general 
hygienic  condition. 
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Travelling  shops  and  stalls  have  been  inspected  and  frequently 
it  was  found  that  improvement  of  standards  was  very  necessary,  due 
primarily  to  the  mobile  nature  of  the  business  and  the  difficulties 
traders  experienced  in  installing  suitable  washing  facilities. 


2.  MEAT  INSPECTION 


1 

Catt le  * 
excluding! 
Cows  j 

f 

Cows  i 
1 

i Sheep 
Calves:  and 

1 Lambs 

Pigs 

1 

' I ' 

J 

No.  killed 

j 

508  i 

t 

16 

■ 

16  ! 97 

t 

782 

!No.  inspected 

1 

508  i 

16 

16  . 97 

• 

782 

1 

['A/hole  carcases  condemned ; 
i Tuberculosis 

- 1 

t 

: 

- 1 - 

i 

1 

! 

Other  causes  

J 

i 

f 

i 

i 

1 

i 

8 

J 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  : 

Tuberculosis  

■ 

• 

’ 

^ L_ 

• 

! 

! 

1 

i 

* I 

1 

; 1 

1 

Other  causes  

i 

1 

o 

3 

1 i - 

i 

1 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

41  ! 

i 

1 

There  are  three  slaughterhouses  in  the  district 


NUISANCES  EROM  INTENSIVE  FARMING 


In  June  I967  the  Council  took  proceedings  against  a farmer  who 
kept  pigs  in  an  intensive  fattening  house  and  sprayed  liquid  manure  from 
the  pig  house  on  to  fields. 

Some  400-500  pigs  were  kept  in  the  house  and  at  intervals  of 
about  10  days  liquid  pig  manure  was  removed  from  the  house  by  a vacuum 
tank  and  the  slurry  was  spread  on  to  grass  between  rows  of  fruit  trees. 

The  farm  was  close  to  dwellings  and  with  a 10  day  cycle  of  manure  emptying 
and  spreading,  complaints  of  smell  nuisance  were  made  to  the  Council  at 
least  three  times  a month  by  a number  of  villagers.  Informal  approaches 
were  made  to  the  farmer  but  the  nuisance  was  not  abated  and  the  Council 
served  an  Abatement  Notice  . 

Eventually  the  Council  applied  for  a nuisance  order  and  this 
was  granted  by  the  l^agist rates,  who  gave  the  farmer  5 months  in  which  to 
abate  the  nuisance,  A fine  of  £2,10,0.  was  imposed  and  the  Council  were 
awarded  50  gns,  costs.  The  court  hearing  extended  over  eight  hours  and 
Council  were  eiigsgcd  on  both  sides.  Apart  from  the  department’s  witness, 
ten  local  witnesses  appeared  and  an  expert  witness  from  Cambridge  University 
Department  of  Veterinary  Clinical  Studies  gave  evidence  for  the  Council 
showing  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  intensive  farming  to  cause  nuisance 
to  nearby  inhabitants • 

Since  the  court  action  no  further  complaints  of  smell  nuisance 
have  been  received  by  this  department , 

The  Council's  successful  action  has  caused  interest  among  local 
authorities  who  have  similar  problems  in  their  areas  and  a number  of  enquiries 
regarding  the  case  have  been  received « 
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RERJ^  £OIIgCgIp^-AMg  DISPOSAL 
Refuse  Collection 


In  September  the  Public  Health  Committee  considered  a report  on 
the  refuse  collection  service  in  the  district®  The  report  was  a detailed 
one  and  included  extracts  from  the  'Report  on  Refuse  Storage  and  Collection’ 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  A Refuse  Sub- 
Committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  in  greater  detail  and 
following  their  deliberations,  the  Council  agreed  to  ask  Messrs,  Urwick, 

Orr  and  Partners  to  carry  out  an  Organisation  and  xiethods  Study  into  the 
service , 

Refuse  Disposal 


A new  refuse  tip  v^as  brought  into  use  at  ilastbridge  in  place  of 
a tip  near  Saxmundhamo  The  tip  at  Eastbridge  is  in  an  isolated  position 
and  like  the  other  tip  at  Marlesford,  is  on  the  periphery  of  the  district, 

A degree  of  tip  control  was  achieved  with  the  use  of  the  Pordson  Muledozer 
but  both  tips  suffered  from  lack  of  adequate  amounts  of  soil  cover. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

This  seivice  was  recommended  to  be  included  in  the  organisation 
and  methods  study.  Three  1,000-gallon  emptiers  were  on  constant  duty  through- 
out the  year. 

The  number  of  emptyings  carried  out  in  the  year  were  as  follows  ;- 


i Loads  ! 

Percentage  i 

I 

■ Co\mcil  House 

j i 

i 

1 

. Cesspools  etc. 

' 5,846  i 

64.61%  ; 

1 

1 Private  Housing 

i 2,107  , 

* 

55-59% 

1 
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CARAVAN  AND  CAMPING  SITES 


Number  of  sites  licensed  62 
Number  of  inspections  60 
Number  of  caravans  (a)  for  holiday  use  250 

(b)  for  residential  use  59 


There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  district. 

The  Table  given  above  shows  the  number  of  licensed  caravan  sites, 
but  of  the  250  vans  listed  as  being  for  holiday  use,  just  over  200  of  them 
are  on  three  sites.  The  remaining  holiday  vans  are  in  ones  and  two's 
spread  over  a wide  area.  The  Caravan  Sites  & Control  of  Development  Act, 
i960,  allows  for  the  issue  of  site  licenv^es  for  holiday  or  residential  use. 
In  practice  a large  number  of  caravans  on  sites  licensed  for  holiday  use 
become,  for  some  six  months  in  the  year,  chalets  occupied  by  a succession 
of  families.  V/hilst  there  is  public  demand  for  this  type  of  accommodation, 
the  toiiring  caravanner  and  camper  finds  it  difficult  to  obtain  a pitch  on 
this  type  of  site.  He  is  therefore  either  excluded  from  licensed  sites  or 
he  places  his  van  or  tent  on  unlicensed  areas,  i.e.  behind  hedges,  on 
'common'  land  and  in  some  cases,  near  the  foreshore. 

At  the  present  the  amoTint  of  caravanning  and  camping  on  un- 
authorised sites  is  small,  but  it  is  growing.  Where  it  is  known,  the  site 
is  visited  and  the  occupier  asked  to  move  the  van  or  tent.  In  most  cases 
this  is  sufficient,  but  police  action  of  this  type  is  more  successful  when 
the  offenders  can  be  directed  to  a site®  It  is  known  that  there  will  always 
be  a number  of  persons  who  wish  to  camp  in  isolation  with  little  or  no 
facilities,  but  the  majority,  especially  those  with  families,  will  wish  to 
be  on  a secure  site  with  good  sanitary  and  washing  accommodation,  A touring 
site  can  be  either  privately  or  council  owned,  but  it  is  essential  that  the 
maximum  stay  be  restricted  to  say  a fortni^t.  The  position  of  a touring 
site  is  not  easy  to  determine,  A balance  has  to  be  made  between  the  wishes 
of  the  holidaymaker  to  get  near  to  the  coast  and  the  need  to  protect  the 
coastal  area  from  development. 
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Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 


RODENT  CONTROL 


No.  of  inspections:  Notified 315 

Otherwise  3156 

Rat  Infestations  : Ifejor  149 

Minor 595 

Mice  only  190 

No.  treated  627 

No.  of  premises  treated  : (a)  Dwellinghouses  802 

(b)  Other  premises  94 


During  the  year  in  addition  to  rodent  control  work,  the  operator 
has  dealt  with  numerous  complaints  relating  to  wasp  nests.  Wasps  have  been 
more  troublesome  than  in  pro-,  ious  years  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  does  not 
become  an  annual  problem. 

In  the  majority  of  treatments Warfarin  was  the  poison  used,  and 
there  is  still  no  evidence  that  rodents  are  becoming  resistant  to  this 
poison. 

Infestations  in  banks  and  open  ground  were  dealt  with  by  the  use 

of  gas. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number  of 


Premises 

1 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

: 

! Inspections 

1 

' (5) 

f 

Written  Occupiers 
Notices  Prosecuted 

(4)  ' (5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4 and 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities . 

10 

j 

: 

1 

’ 

; (ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

71 

20 

T 

i * 

(iiipther  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
( exc lud ing  ou tw orke r s * 
premises) 

79 

■ 

' 

70 

- 

TOTAL 

160 

100 

- 
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I Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects 

Niimber  of 

! 

I 

1 « 

- ..  were  found...  ■ 

cases  in  whic 

; 

1 

Referred 

prosecutions 

; Particulars 

j Pound 

Remedied 

To.  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were  institut 

I 

i . . . « .... 

! 

Inspector 

Inspector 

ed . 

j (2) 

1 

(3) 

(4) 

^ (5) 

(6) 

! Want  of  cleanliness 

» ■ 1 ' '»'H 

J 

h '• 

f — 

! ^S.1) 

j Ove rc rowding  ( S . 2 ) 

i _ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

I Unreasonable 

{ 

1 

I temperature  ( S . 5 ) 

1 

1 ** 

- 

- 

j Inadequate 
i ventilation  (S.4) 

i Ineffective  drainage 

i 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I of  floors  (S.6) 

I Sanitary  Conveniences 

1 

i 

1 

- 

- 

- 

' (S.7) 

i - 

I (a)  Insufficient 
! (b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I defective 

i - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I (c)  Not  senarate  for 

i 

j 

I sexes 

i - 

- 

> 

- 

I Other  offences  against 

S the  Act  (not  including 

5 

i 

\ 

j offences  relating  to 

) Out -Work) 

( 

I 

\ 

\ 

1 ■ 



- . - ...  

TOTAL 

i 

i •" 

1 ■ ■ 

- 

- 

OpT’yORK  .iSections_1L53_and  I54) 


! 

Section  135 

; 

Section  1 54 

Nature 

of 

Work 

No.  of 

No.  of 

1 No . of 

No . of 

out -workers 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

in  August 

default 

tions  for 

of  work 

Notices 

Prosecu- 

list 

in  sending 

failure 

in  un- 

served 

tions 

required 

lists  to 

to  supply 

vfholesome 

by  Section 

133(1)  (0) 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

1 

_ U)_ 

(5) 

(7) 

Tearing 

Apperel 

'liaking  etc. 

i 

21 
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Ol^FICE^  SHOP_S__AHD  RAIL’VAY  PREMISES 


The  member  and  type  of  premises  is  siimmarised  in  the  following  table 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  ASPECT  IONS 


Class  of  premises 

(1) 

j Number  of 

I premises 

I registered 
during 
the  year 

(2) 

j Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

(5L 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
a general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

(4) 

Offices 

— 

1 

13 

5 

Retail  Shops 

2 

40 

20 

’Vholesale  shops,  warehouses 
Catering  establishment  open  to 

1 

the  public,  canteens 

1 

1 1 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

- 

TOTAL  I 

5 

65 

55 

f 

. J 


NUIVEBER  OP  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTORS  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES  - 


ANALYSIS  OP  PERSONS  EJ.ffLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  Workplace 

(1) 


Number  of  persons  employed 

C2l 


Offices 

Retail  Shops 

!Vholesale  departments,  Y/arehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to 

public 

Canteens 

Fuel  Storage 


Total 


49 

118 

2 

101 


260 


Total  Males  ^ 
Total  Females  j 


.JL 

174 
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Measiirement  of  atmospheric  pollution  from  the  two  sites  at 
Framlin^am  and  Sihton  have  continued  during  the  year  and  the  results 
have  been  sent  to  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory.  This  is  part  of  a 
national  survey  and  readings  from  some  1200  instruments  which  have  been 
placed  throughout  the  country  are  giving  data  to  assist  in  the  studies 
into  the  effect  on  health  due  to  atmospheric  pollution. 

The  degree  of  pollution  at  both  sites  in  the  district  is,  as 
might  be  supposed,  very  slight,  and  the  figures  have  remained  constant 
over  the  eighteen  months  of  operation^ 

TaVH  FIAMETCr  Airi)  BUILDING  REGULATIONS 

The  number  of  applicatj.ons  received  during  the  year  was  747 > 
which  is  a slight  decline  c/er  the  previous  year.  These  figures  taken 
over  the  last  3 years  suggest  that  an  average  of  some  60  applications  a 
month  might  be  expected  to  remain  constant. 


'No  o of  applications 
received 


1967 

747 

1966 

764 

1965 

745 

1964 

714 

1963 

654  1 

1962 

571  1 

The  Building  Regulation  which  came  into  force  in  I966  gave 
Builders  and  Architects  some  difficulty  initially  due  to  the  changes 
made  to  some  traditional  methods.  However,  during  the  year  as 
interpretation  of  the  new  regulation  became  uniform  and  as  builders 
became  accustomed  to  the  new  methods,  fewer  difficulties  were 
experienced  by  this  department. 
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APPENDIX 


Departmental  Establishment  as  at  3'^st.  December,  196? 


G.  C 

. M.  FRANKLIN,  M.A.,  M.B. , B.Chir.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of 
Health 

A. A. 

\VHITING,  A.I.A.S.,  A.M.  I.P.H.E.  , 

F'.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

; 

Chief  Public  Healtl 
Inspector  and  Surve;; 

C.L. 

G.D. 

NATION,  M.A.P.H.I.,  C.S.I.B./ 

OLIVER, M.A.P.H.I.  4.5.6?. 

; 

Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector 

J.C. 

HALE,  M.A.P.H.I.,  C.S.I.B., 

; 

Deputy  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector 

B.  MERRETT 

• 

Senior  Technical 
Assistant 

G.H. 

RANSOIffi 

; 

Technical  Assistant 

P.W. 

BOTT 

Junior  Technical 
Assistant 

P.J. 

LINSELL 

• 

Student  Building 
Inspector 

MRS. 

E.M.  JORDAN 

i 

Senior  Clerical 
Assistant 

MISS 

. M.C.  raiNCOP 

; 

J\mior  Clerical 
Assistant 

MRS. 

B.A.  MAPLESTONE 

• 

Clerical  Assistant 
(Part-time) 

« 
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